3 October 2016
Dear Parents/Carers
The first few weeks seem to have passed so swiftly and what a busy time it has been for us all.
Our reception children have settled into Conifers very quickly and all others have taken to the new timetable and approaches
to learning very well indeed. Just a little reminder for you at home what those changes include; the teaching of Maths and
English during the first two hours of the morning, all pupils participating in reading every day, cursive handwriting being
introduced and taught across the school, a focus on teaching mental arithmetic skills, opportunities to practice extended
writing skills every week and assembly times moved to the end of the day.
Homework expectations have also changed with a focus on reading, spelling and mathematics. These expectations will be
formalised in the near future and a timetable for each Year Group published on our website.
Talking of our website, we have been making some subtle but important changes to this and will continue to do so during the
near future, in order to build on the school’s communication with you, our immediate community and a wider audience. Please
take the time to have a look and let us know your thoughts, either via email or have a chat with me on the gate, at the
beginning or end of the school day. One feature I would urge you to spend some time on, is the ‘Parent View’ option, which can
be found at the bottom of our Homepage. This link will navigate you to Ofsted’s ‘Parent View Homepage’ where you are invited
to comment on the school using the ‘Give your views now’ icon. Your views are important to us as a school, and we will use these
to help us improve our provision. I would hasten to add that positive views are just as welcome as ones offering areas for
development.
I am extremely excited that Conifers children have already had so many chances to ‘learn outside the classroom’ this term. As
you will undoubtedly know, both I and the staff recognise and highly value these opportunities and the positive impact it has
on the overall development of our pupils. Details of the various activities can be read about over the following pages and my
thanks to those parents and carers who were able to dedicate some of their time to the success of these.
I would like to mention two points of ‘housekeeping’ if I may. Firstly, both a reminder that the school has a uniform policy and
that as part of this, ‘extreme’ hairstyles (such as ‘Mohicans’ and combinations of very short and long hair, are not acceptable)
and a thank you to those parents who have recognised the importance of this policy in building a strong sense of school
community. Secondly, ‘trip money’. The school has an automated payment system ‘Tucasi’ which can be used to pay for all trips
offered. This system is a safe and convenient way to pay and totally eradicates any possibility of money being lost. If you
absolutely need to pay by cash, please ensure that you personally bring any money directly to the office. Please do not pay via
your child or ask them to carry or submit large amounts of money. The school will not be responsible for any money ‘lost in
transit’ by a child.
Finally, Conifers Primary has long been a member of the Chesil Education Partnership, who offer school to school support,
procure services such as Educational Psychologists and Behavioural Support and also offer Continued Professional
Development for staff, to name but a few of the advantages gained from this partnership. As a school, we are now in the
process of exploring options to formalise this partnership with a group of like-minded schools who serve our surrounding
communities.
This would entail Conifers Primary becoming an academy and then joining other schools, which would also become academies in
their own right, to form a Multi-Academy Trust or ‘MAT’ as they are known.
Myself, the staff and Governors of Conifers are resolute in our commitment to maintain our sense of identity as a school but
realise the benefit of ‘joining forces’ with colleagues from other schools; to learn, share good practice and improve both
opportunities and outcomes for all our children.
As the community we serve, you will be consulted with regarding your thoughts on this proposed plan and the process it would
follow. Obviously, when we know more and an agreed timeline is suggested we will share this with you.
As always, thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely

Mr A Johnson
HEADTEACHER

Lost Property Sale
There will be a Lost Property Sale the first Monday in every month, starting today Monday 3 October, 3.15pm,
outside the Rainbow Room. Come and grab yourselves a bargain!!

Learning outside the classroom
Year 1 recently had their Impact Day to kick-start our new topic 'Famous Brits'. The children came in dressed up in
the theme of one of our Famous Brits - they looked amazing! We had a brilliant day learning about Henry VIII, Roald
Dahl, Alexander Bell and C.S. Lewis. The children made crowns, witches hats, telephones and chocolate cakes! Thank you
for your continuing support.

Mr Young and Miss Anthony
Year 2 enjoyed an afternoon at WOEC this month. Children had chance to go join in with team games, caving and
orienteering. Everyone had fun and the children represented the school very well.

Miss Treweek and Mrs Dalby

On Wednesday 28th September Year 4 went to the Dorset County Museum and Maiden Castle in Dorchester. We
handled roman artefacts and studied mosaics. Museum helpers told us about life in Roman Dorchester and we
saw lots of Roman bones and pots!
“I enjoyed going to Maiden Castle” Andrew.
“ It was cool looking at skeletons and real swords” Blake.
“ The best bit for me was handling the roman artefacts” Cacey D.
“ I enjoyed looking at lots of roman pottery” Nancy.

Mrs Brock and Miss Frampton

PE and Sport at Conifers
With the new school year brings new clubs on offer to the children of Conifers. There are still places available on Girls
Football (Y2-6) and ZumbaCheer (y-5) on Mondays and Netball (Y3-6) on Tuesdays. Please collect a letter from the
noticeboard outside Pine Class.
This term will see our football and netball teams start their competitive fixtures. We also look forward to a group of year 5
children completing their bronze ambassador training, to help the school achieve their Bronze School Games Award.
It is not too late for children to put in their sport council application letters, all children in Years 2-6 are welcome to apply.

Miss Frampton
PE Co-ordinator

