
Journey to the Rainforest 
YEAR  3  Topic Overview 

 

 

 

ENGLISH: 
 
Great Kapok Tree 

● Whole class reading using VIPERS 
● Narrative- settings, plot, characters, paragraphs, direct 

speech 
 
 
Non-chronological Report on Amazonian animals and plants 

● Paragraphs 
● Sub headings 

 
 

MATHS: 
Multiplication & Division 

● recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 
4 and 8 multiplication tables 

● write and calculate mathematical statements for 
multiplication and division using the multiplication 
tables that they know, including for two-digit numbers 
times one-digit numbers, using mental and progressing 
to formal written methods 

● solve problems, including missing number problems, 
involving multiplication and division, including positive 
integer scaling problems and correspondence problems 
in which n objects are connected to m objects. 

SCIENCE: 
  
Plants 

● Identify and describe the functions of different parts of 
flowering plants: roots, stem/trunk, leaves and flowers 

● explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, 
light, water, nutrients from soil, and room to grow) and 
how they vary from plant to plant 

● investigate the way in which water is transported within 
plants 

● explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of 
flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation and 
seed dispersal 

 
 

ART: 
 
Amazon leaf mosaics using, patterns and cutting skills 

using Henri Rousseau as a muse 

 

 

Flag tessellation of key South American flags 
 
 
 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY: 
Amazonian Rainforest back-drop & Amazonian animal puppets (string & split 

pins): 

 I can shape my product carefully using tools and techniques that lead to high 

quality finish.   

I can score and fold materials accurately. 

I can make cuts (scissors, snip, saw) accurately. 

I can make holes accurately. 
 

GEOGRAPHY: 
● I can locate North and South America, concentrating on 

their environmental regions and key physical characteristics 
● I can look at maps of South America  
● I can name the significant features of South America 
● I can describe different points of view of environmental 

issues 
● I can use both physical and human characteristics in the 

explanation  of the environmental reason 
 

PSHE/THRIVE: 
 
 
Dreams and Goals 
 

COMPUTING: 
  
Safer Internet Day 
Databases 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 
 
Basketball  
 

MUSIC: 
explore Sounds of the rainforest - animals 
rain wind etc  
Body part/voice composition recreating 
sounds - 
Ocarina 

GLOBAL LEARNING 
 
How does deforestation affect the Amazon 
rainforest? 

RE 
 
Bible Stories 

FRENCH 
 
 
All about me 
 
 
 

IMPACT DAY 
Amazon artwork in the style of Henri  Rousseau 
 
FINALE 
 
Kahoot Quiz! 

RRS 
12: You have the right to give your opinion, and for adults to listen and take it seriously. 
13: You have the right to find out things and share what you think with others, by talking, drawing, 
writing or in any other way unless it harms or offends other people. 
17: You have the right to get information that is important to your well-being, from radio, 
newspaper, books, computers and other sources. Adults should make sure that the information 
you are getting is not harmful, and help you find and understand the information you need. 
28: You have the right to a good quality education. You should be encouraged to go to school to 
the highest level you can. 
29: Your education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities. It should also help 
you learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and respect other people.  
 


