
 

Plagues, Pox and Antibiotics  

YEAR 6:  Spring 2 
COVERAGE: 

 17th century timeline of events – beginning to 
end of Plague.  

 What is an epidemic?  - Lack of hygiene, 
understanding medicine linked to plague- cause 
and effect. 

 17th Century medicine- plague doctors and scare 
mongering. 

 Luis Pasteur- discovering of Penicillin 

 Class divide- rich and poor- who was effected 
most and why? 

 Human geography- population, death toll, 
location. What period was the death rate the 
highest? – link to ICT 

 How did the Plague end? - Linked to Great fire of 
London and how it eradicated the problems. - 
link to current global epidemics. 

KEY LANGUAGE AND 
VOCABULARY: 

Plague  
Pox 
Antibiotics  
Epidemic  
Remedies 
Bubonic  
Pestilence  
Contagious  
Quarantines 
Great plague  
Black Death  
Rats  
Fleas 
London  
King Charles II  
Luis Pasteur  
 
 
 
  

KEY QUESTIONS: 

1. What was the Great Plague? 
2. When did the Great Plague 

occur? 
3. Where did it come from? 
4. How did the Plague spread? 
5. How did rats spread the 

Plague? 
6. What happened during the 

Plague? 
7. How did people react to the 

Plague? 
8. How many people fell victim 

to the Plague? 
9. What were the symptoms of 

the Plague? 
10. Who was Samuel Pepys? 
11. Why was he significant 

during this time? 
12. How did people try to avoid 

the plague? 
13. Were there any known cures 

for the Plague? 
14. How is the nursery rhyme a 

ring of roses linked to the 
plague? 

15. How and when did the 
plague end? 

16. Did the status of an 
individual effect their 
chances of catching the 
plague? Explain how and 
why? 

17. How did artwork represent 
the Plague? 

18. How did King Charles 2nd 
respond to the Plague 
entering London? 

KEY SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE 

 I can base my models on observations from the real world. 

 I can understand that people in the past have a point of view and that 
this can affect interpretation of events.  

 I can ask what physical and human features the location has.  

 I can compare and contrast places I have studied using physical and 
human features.  

 I can use a timeline to place events. 

 I can create a graph using data handling. 

 I can evaluate class equality. 

 I can compare and contrast periods of history.  

ENRICHMENT: 

 Impact day –children to dress as 
either pox and plague victims or 
plague doctors with a horrible 
history introduction to plague.  

 Possible trip to London plague 
museum. 

PUPIL LEADERSHIP: 
Small group (4/5) presentations on:- (Suggestions) 
- Children to present crazy remedies of 17th Century and 

their consequences. 

 


