
W
ELCOME YOU

Conifers Primary School



3

The Governors, Headteacher and staff extend 
a warm welcome to you as parents of Conifers 
Primary School and hope you will rapidly feel 

part of our community.

Headteacher: Mr A Johnson

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs E Charlton-Garrard

Assistant Headteacher: Ms J Roper

Chair of Governors: Mrs A Matthews

Tel: 01305 771289

Assistant Headteacher: Ms J Roper

Chair of Governors: Mrs A Matthews

Tel: 01305 771289



4

Conifers Primary is a Rights Respecting School - which means we 

committed to improving the children’s well-being and developing 

At Conifers Primary, we create a welcoming, safe and caring environment, where all relationships 

‘A nurturing environment,
inspiring achievement’ 

Aims:

• To create a happy and secure, stimulating environment where each child is valued and feels 

• To encourage the development of an enquiring mind and foster a love of learning so that our 

• To provide a broad, balanced and well structured curriculum, with appropriate learning and 

teaching that focuses upon, and meets the needs of each individual child, ensuring high 

• To show and encourage appropriate behaviour, so that our children learn that courtesy, good 

• To value all staff, and the contribution and involvement of parents, the Governors and the 

•

• To provide our children with equal opportunities and access to resources as appropriate to 

• To help our children understand the world in which we live and to have a respect for and 
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Introduction

Provision of Primary Education in this area of Weymouth was reviewed in 2001 following a process of 

to be as supportive as possible towards the children in our care and will teach in ways that meet the 

Prospective parents and carers are always welcome should they wish to visit the school in order 

to discuss the opportunities provided for their children, they should contact the school for an 

contact exists between the school and the nursery to ensure children transfer smoothly into school 
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Admissions

All children are admitted to school in the September following their fourth birthday and will 

The school is organised on a class basis, with the children spending the majority, if not all, of 

needs of the individual child who will develop and progress at his or her own pace, supported 

Times of School Sessions

8.45am to 12pm for Reception, Y1 and Y2

8.45am to 12:15pm for Y3 and Y4

8.45am to 12:30pm for Y5 and Y6

Afternoon Session: 1.00pm to 3.15pm for Years R, 1 and 2

1.15pm to 3.20pm for Years 3 and 4

1.30pm to 3.20pm for Years 5 and 6

unavoidably delayed when coming to collect their children they are required to inform the school 

altered, please could you inform your child’s class teacher? Older children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 

Any telephone calls regarding changes to collection or messages for teachers must be made 
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Safety and Security 

The safety of our children is of paramount 

any stranger is ascertained before they are 

(anyone who is not a member of staff) must 

is allowed to leave during the school day 

unsupervised and parental permission is 

always sought for any outing away from the 

School Website

Conifers Primary School has a website containing information about the school with examples of 

www.conifers.dorset.

sch.uk
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School Uniform

There is a uniform at the school and we pride ourselves on the smart appearance of our children, 

• Sensible haircuts please, not spiked ‘mohican’ style, highlighted hairstyles or ‘tramlines’

• Nail varnish must not be worn in school

• We ask that all children wear a sun hat at playtime and lunchtime during hot weather

Years R, 1 and 2

Plain white polo shirt

Years R, 1 and 2

dress

Plain white polo shirt

sweatshirt

in navy

Short sleeved white polo shirt

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

White shirt (winter) with a tie 

Short sleeved white shirt (summer)

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

dress 

White blouse (winter) with a tie 

Short sleeved white polo shirt or short 

sleeved white blouse
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For Physical Education your child will need:

All children are expected to do dance and PE in bare feet unless there is a medical reason why 

All items of clothing and belongings need to be clearly marked with your child’s name so 

that lost items can be returned quickly to their owners. 

Jewellery

Children should not wear jewellery to school, as it can be dangerous, particularly in PE and 

Years R, 1 and 2

White T-shirt or polo shirt

Plimsolls

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

White T-shirt or polo shirt 

Trainers for outdoor games 
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Mid-Morning Break and Milk

Children aged four to six receive a free piece of fruit or vegetable each school day under the 

Lunchtimes

Universal Free School Meals became available from September 2014, therefore all Reception, 

to conform to government food and nutritional standards and full details of hot school meals 
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If behaviour at lunchtimes becomes unacceptable, a pupil can be excluded from the school 

you are in receipt of Income Support, Child Tax Credit, Employment Allowance or Income-

Attendance and Welfare

Education attendance panels will follow up constant lateness and irregular attendance and if this 

require a contact name and address and telephone number of someone who would be prepared to 

To make this possible it is essential that 

we have as up to date information as possible and are informed of any relevant changes. 

if the injury is more serious or further treatment is considered necessary, parents will be contacted 

Whilst we wish to be as helpful as possible concerning administering medicines, I am sure that you 

medication prescribed by the doctor

ensure that the container is clearly labelled with the child’s name and the dosage and that it is 

and ensure that the child has two
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Headlice

Absence from School

All absences from school have to be reported to the DfE (Department for Education) and the 

Absence will be authorised for: 

•

•

• Days of religious observance 

• Exceptional family circumstances 

Absence will not be authorised for: 

• Holidays

• Shopping

•

• Minding the house 

•

During the past year: 

by ensuring your children arrive at school on time for registration and providing letters explaining 

Holidays in Termtime

Headteachers have been unable to grant any leave of absence since September 2013 during 
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Special Education

We are committed to the full participation of children with special educational needs in the life of 

the school and to ensuring that children are adequately supported according to their individual 

Discipline

Where children don’t follow their responsibilities a variety of sanctions may be used, from the 

behaviour policy is available on the school’s website or a hard copy is available on request from 

Curriculum Statement

At Conifers Primary School we believe in providing children with a broad, balanced and engaging 

Our aim is to develop children’s abilities, interests and potential in order to prepare them for the 

Each year group has a Creative Curriculum budget that enables them to plan a good range 
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funding where children who are registered 

topic will incorporate a minimum of one 

immerse themselves in a range of activities 

and develop a sense of curiosity about 

the children are encouraged to generate 

to discover more about and teachers plan 

these opportunities into their curriculum 

covered in the topic plans are included in the 

Topics usually culminate with an event such 

as a show, presentation or exhibition where parents are invited into school to celebrate their 

Our mission is to start children on the road to becoming: 

• Keen and willing learners 

•

• Expressive and accurate writers, able to communicate for a variety of different purposes 

•

•

• Curious scientists full of wonder about the world 

•

• Lovers of music 

• Participants in physical activity, stretched to their individual limits with opportunities to 

compete against others 

• Innovative and creative designers and artists, able to handle a wide range of materials 

• Responsible citizens with an awareness of other people, places and beliefs, now and in the past 
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Conifers School Charter 
Rights and Rights Respecting Actions

These rights and rights respecting actions were discussed and have been agreed by all the 

• To be safe and happy at school • To follow instructions about safety
• To recognise dangers around us and tell an adult
•
•
• To treat people and property with respect

• To be healthy •
•
• To bring and eat well balanced lunch

• To play • To play thoughtfully
• To play games that do not cause hurt or upset to 

others
• To respect that others might not want to play our 

games

• To learn • To try our best at everything we do
•
•
• To allow and help others to learn

• To be listened to • To listen to others
•
• To respect that other peoples’ ideas may be 

different from ours

• To be treated equally • To recognise and celebrate that we are all different
• To treat each other the same whatever our 

another language, follow a different religion or 
have a disability

• To have rights • To let other people have their rights
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Extra-Curricular Activities

to engage in sporting activities out of school and welcome opportunities to celebrate their 

Arrangements for off-site Educational Visits

As part of the creative curriculum children are regularly involved in leaving the school premises 

be a very important and valuable contribution to your child’s education, supporting learning 

without your written consent your child will not be able to 

take part in such visits
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Procedures for Dropping and Collecting

In the interests of children’s safety you are urged to walk to school if at all possible.

Pedestrians

on the playground before school you may use this opportunity to have a brief discussion with 

Cycling and Scooting

Cars

Parents are NOT 

permitted to drive into school

We ask that you do NOT park in front of the main gates or on the double yellow lines! If you 

have to travel by car to school, please park in the road and walk into school.
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Parental Involvement

We are most grateful for any help that parents might be able to give the school as we do rely 

Support for Parents

At Conifers Primary School, we are unique in the fact that we have our own School Counsellor 
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advice and ideas to assist in their parenting role with children’s behaviour at home, sleeping 

patterns, eating concerns and providing strategies such as positive reward charts and setting 

Children are usually referred to either of the above, by their teachers (with parental consent), 

Fusion

Emergency Closure

school at the beginning of the day, a notice will be posted on the Dorsetforyou website, at the 

tune into the radio if you are unsure whether the school will be open as it is essential for the 

Thrive

The Thrive Approach is a specific way of working with all children that helps to develop their 

social and emotional well-being, enabling them to engage with life and learning. Conifers Primary 

School is a Thrive School where we have designated staff trained in undertaking assessment of 

the emotional needs of pupils. The focus is on building positive relationships to help children 

prepare themselves for learning, interacting with their peers and improve their attainment. We 

believe that positive nurturing experiences can help children thrive and feel safe in school.



20

The PTA of Conifers Primary

advance the education of the pupils in the school by developing more extended relationships 

between staff, parents and others associated with the school, and by engaging in activities 

resources for our school and we are most grateful for the enthusiasm and support of so many 

Complaints Procedure

If the problem cannot be resolved satisfactorily, the parent may need to go to the Deputy 

agreed Complaints Procedure that should be followed, details of which are available on request 

Kids’ Club 

The sessions are: 

Breakfast Club 7.30 – 8.50am

After School Club 3.15 - 6.00pm

Holiday Play Scheme 7.30 - 6.00pm

Little Firs Day Nursery

close relationship is maintained with the school, with visits from the Reception Teachers and joint 

The group provides an excellent opportunity for children to become familiar with our school and 

If the problem cannot be resolved satisfactorily, the parent may need to go to the Headteacher. 

However, if attempts to solve matters at this level fail, there is an agreed Complaints Procedure 

that should be followed, details of which are available on request from the school office.
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The sessions are: 

All Day 7.30 – 6pm

Morning 7.30 - 12.15pm

Afternoon 1.00pm - 3.30pm

Child Protection

Conifers Primary School recognises that the welfare of your child is paramount: the needs and 

• protecting children from maltreatment

• preventing impairment of children’s health or development

• ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and 

effective care

•

for ensuring that the school meets its statutory responsibilities for safeguarding and that all 

All children have the right to be safeguarded from harm or exploitation whatever their

• age

• health or disability

• gender or sexual orientation

•

• political or immigration status


