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NEWSLETTER

25 October 2019
Dear Parents/Carers,
The first half term was a long one, and although the children are looking pretty tired (some staff
too), we have all made it and are looking forward to a week’s break.
Lots going on as always, with the continued focus on our Learning Outside the Classroom, children
have been on a successful residential trip to Hooke Court, my thanks to the staff accompany this
and other children have spent afternoons out at the Weymouth Outdoor Education Centre, or
considering Fire Safety with our local Fire and Rescue Service. I am sure you will read more about
this on the forthcoming pages.
Although I was not able to welcome many of you to our Parent Evenings, they were, once again, very
positive and I thank those of you who were able to take the time to answer our short questionnaire
and provide feedback comments. It is always heartening to read that so many of you support the
school and what we are doing – and as always, we will strive to address any areas of improvement
you feel we could make, to ensure your child’s time at Conifers is both enjoyable and successful. I
have, on your behalf, passed on the many encouraging and personal ‘shout-outs’ made to staff.
Thank you for those.
For those new parents of the school or simply as a reminder, Conifers reward good behaviour and
positive attitudes towards work and the school community, with DoJo’s. These, along with our card
system for good behaviour are used to promote continued engagement and constructive
relationships throughout the school. Hopefully, your child has already spoken about these. Our
first DoJo afternoon of the new academic year, (these are held every half-term), was heavily
populated with children who have followed the school’s ethos and expectations of good behaviour.
All the participants had the opportunity to come ‘off-timetable’ and enjoy a range of activities
offered by the staff. We also had our first ‘House Afternoon‘ - again, these are held every halfterm, when children from each House – Dragon, Pegasus, Gryphon and Phoenix compete against
each other in various activities such as sport, art, puzzle solving or, as in our first House Day,
constructing the best ‘Guy’ for Fireworks Night. The ‘House Cup’ will be awarded to the House
with the best finished product. The half term ended with our ‘Pumpkin Ball’ which was extremely
popular and successful and I would like to thank our PTA – Friends of Conifers and staff, for
organising and supporting this evening and the opportunity provided for the children.
As always, thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely

Mr A Johnson
HEADTEACHER

From the Governors
I do hope you all had a good summer holiday and are now into the routine of your children’s new
classes.
The Governors returned from their summer break to a meeting at the end of September. An
important part of this first meeting of the academic year is to elect the Chair and Dorothy Woods
was re-elected for another year as was the vice chair, Angela Matthews.
Our new governor, Tracey Hodder, with her wealth of experience in working with children was
welcomed to the Board. Donna Newport, the staff Governor, has made a very welcome return after
her maternity leave.
Our new training has already begun with three governors attending a very interesting Safeguarding
course last week. A variety of other informative meetings are taking place during the rest of the
term including one on Attendance – a very important issue for Conifers.
As Governors we enjoy meeting children, parents and carers throughout the year and were very
happy to welcome so many of you as you came into school to see your child’s teacher on parents’
evenings. Also thank you for taking the time to fill in the questionnaire.
Impact Day
Year 2 enjoyed a visit from Dorset Fire and Rescue Service. The listened to the story ‘The Dragon
came for tea’ and learnt about the role of the Fire Service. They were able to demonstrate ‘stop,
drop and roll’ to put out a fire and also enjoyed a visit from the fire engine. Our impact day
directly linked with our Topic for this half term; ‘The Great Fire of London’.

Learning outside the Classroom
'Learning Outside the Classroom’ is at the heart of our curriculum. Year 2 have been learning about
our rights as part of the UNCRC and we have been taking the learning outside to learn about
personal hygiene linking with the book 'Whiffy Wilson'. The children also enjoyed making fruit
kebabs linking with healthy eating and we built a den for a teddy to identify what we need to make
us feel safe, for example shelter and a bed to sleep in.'

Safewise
'Year 2 had a great time at Safewise learning how to stay safe and what to do in the event of a
fire. They thoroughly enjoyed watching a real fire in a kitchen and crawling underneath smoke.
They spotted hazards in the home and also thought of escape plans. As well as thinking about fire
safety, they were able to take part in traffic awareness activities; Well done Year 2 - excellent
learning!
Miss Anthony & Miss Treweek'.'

Football
The Boys and Girls Football teams had a wet and windy day up at Redlands for the annual 7 aside
competition. The newly formed girls team did extremely well and showed a never give up attitude.
The boys narrowly missed out on a spot in the semi-finals, losing just 2 group games.
Miss Frampton
PE Lead

Conifers, Southill and Bincombe held their first competition for the Tri-Cup on Friday. The
children all enjoyed playing different variations of bench ball, showing fantastic sportsmanship and
teamwork.

Hooke Court – Year 4
Year 4 went on their first residential to Hooke Court from Monday 7th October until Wednesday
9th October. We had an exceptionally busy few days! Upon arriving at Hooke Court, we were shown
where we were staying and then had lunch. After lunch, we split into two groups. One group spent
the rainy afternoon inside learning a little about the Ancient Greeks. They painted plates and used
ink to write their names on them in Greek letters. They then went outside with Greek shields and
had a go at some Greek battle formations. The second group spend the rainy afternoon getting
very wet at the river doing a river study. They used different equipment to measure the depth of
the river at different points as well as finding out which part of the river flowed the quickest.
After the wet afternoon, we all had dinner together before heading out for our night walk, which
was great fun if a little scary at times!
On the second day after breakfast, we split in to our groups again for two activities. One of the
activities was making dens in the wood. The group was split into teams and had to use the natural
resources to build our dens. The second activity was the bush craft! We had to split into smaller
groups: one group was peeling sticks to use on the fire, one group made different breads, another
group prepared vegetables, another group had to chop chicken using flint stones and the final
group had to gut a fish. Once all the food was prepared, it was put on the fire to cook. We all got

to taste the chicken soup made with the chicken and vegetables, the bread and the fish. After all
of the exciting activities of day two, we had our dinner and then went to the campfire to sing
songs, tell jokes and listen to stories.
The final morning, we had breakfast then had to pack our belongings. After this, we got to do our
final activities (river study and Ancient Greek study) before heading back to school. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed themselves but I think we were all glad to get back home.
Huge thanks to Miss Fairclough, Mrs Davies, Mrs Pahlow and Mrs Why for coming with us and
making the trip possible and thank you to Mr Johnson for coming to visit us on Tuesday afternoon.
Miss Worley and Mrs Tozer
Year 4 Teachers

Ash – WOEC – 11.10.19
After the tiring three days at Hooke Court, Ash class then went to WOEC on the afternoon of
Friday 11th October. Unfortunately, the weather stopped us being able to use the outdoor climbing
tower however; we enjoyed challenging ourselves in the indoor tunnels and trying to find the ball
pit! We also spent some time on the indoor traverse wall as well as the fantastic indoor climbing
wall using harnesses. I think Ash class must have slept well over the weekend after that very
busy,active week!

As you are aware Halloween, Bonfire night and Diwali are soon approaching
and as a consequence more candles, fireworks and sparklers are used,
increasing the risk of fire and/ or burns especially to younger children.
Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service have produced a short video on
our Youtube channel: https://youtu.be/hEoHwiw5LYU highlighting the importance of fire safety
when choosing costumes/ fancy dress clothes for your children and the importance of staying away
from naked flames.
Remember: If clothes do catch fire: stop, drop and roll. If someone is burnt cool (under cold water
for at least 20 minutes), call (for help) and cover (first aid as appropriate).
Please visit www.dwfire.org.uk for further safety tips.

