
 

Earthquake and Volcanoes 

YEAR 5:  Spring 1 
COVERAGE: 

 Geography – Understand features of 
Volcanoes and Earthquakes, map 
tectonic plates. Label the Earth such as 
core and crust. 

 History – Explore how Volcanoes have 
changed places over time such as Mount 
Vesuvius, investigation of Yellowstone 
Park and how it will change in the 
future. Local study on Lulworth to 
understand how tectonic plates have 
shaped the area.   

 Art – Volcano eruptions, focusing on 
colour to create a mood and depth. 
Earthquake style writing, focusing on 3D 
shapes through using shading. 

 Music - Creating the sound of volcanoes 
and Earthquakes. Understanding how to 
use pitch to create suspense.  d 

 DT – Children to research and create 
their own ‘earthquake proof’ structure 
and test. To create shoe-box of 
Volcanoes or Earthquake scene and label 
with factual information. 

 Global Citizenship – Understand why 
people live in areas prone to Volcanoes 
and Earthquake and debate.   

KEY LANGUAGE AND 
VOCABULARY: 
 

Volcanoes 
Earthquake 

Tectonic plates 

Mantle 

Crust 

Magma 

Epicentre 

Core 

Seismic activity 

Richter Scale 

Dormant 

Eruption 

 

  

 

 

KNOWLEDGE AND FACT SHEET 

KEY QUESTIONS: 

1. How are volcanoes made? 
2. What causes Volcanoes and 

Earthquakes? 
3. What are tectonic plates? 
4. What layers does the Earth 

consist of? 
5. How do we measure 

Earthquakes? 
6. How have Earthquakes and 

Volcanoes impacted people? 
7. Where are all of the major 

volcanoes in the world? 
8. Why do people live near 

Volcanoes? 
9. How do people protect 

themselves from 
Earthquakes and Volcanoes? 

10. How are structures such as 
houses made to survive 
Earthquakes? 

11. Can you name famous 
Volcanoes? 

KEY SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE: 

 Understanding how the Earth is formed and how tectonic plates have 

shaped and impacted the Earth. 

 Understanding how to create a mood with colour in Art. 

 Understanding the history of famous eruptions and how they have 

impacted civilisations.  

 Understand the difference in lower economic regions and why they 

choose to live in areas prone to natural disasters. 

 

ENRICHMENT: 

 Earthquake simulation, children to 
understand the steps to take for 
Earthquakes. 

 Science experiment – Erupting volcanoes 
using baking soda  
 

PUPIL LEADERSHIP: 
Small group (4/5) presentations on:- (suggestions) 

 Debating the positives and negatives of living on 
flanks of Volcanoes.  

 Presenting our DT structures and shoeboxes.  

 


